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Pacific Gas and Electric Company
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)
Upper North Fork Feather River Project )
California )

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that the foregoing letter and enclosure for the National Marine Fisheries Service
has been delivered this day that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and each person
designated on the Service List compiled by the Commission Secretary for this project, has been
served via deposit in the 1.5, Mail.

Dated at Santa Rosa, California, this 22® day of November 2004,

Suduwa [2ecny

Andmh Berry, Admihistrative Asﬁ:
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f \ UNITED SETATEB DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
i’-b j Neatlonal Dcasanic and Atmospharic Administratio
%uﬂ

ﬁm ﬁ%’?&ﬂE FIBHERIEE SERVICE

777 Sonoma Ave,, Room 325
Santa Rasa, CA 95404-8528

November 22, 2004 In Response Refer To:
1503045 WRO3SR3706:EIT

Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary (8 copies)

1
3

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ;‘-r-.

B&E First Street, NE E’> - €3 -

Washington, D.C. 20426 I3 @
o 5o,

Thomas Jereb - 3 " :r,,

Project Relicensing Manager EER ’n_"_”‘?:.l

Pacific Gas and Electric Company S <=

Mail Code N11D SN a

P.O. Box 770000 5OON

San Francisco, California 84177

Re:  Extension of Mandatory Conditions Review Process comment period for the Upper North
Fork Feather River Project, FERC No. 2105

Dear Ms. Salas and Mr. Jereh:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) wishes to extend its comment period for
the preliminary Terms and Condition, and Prescription (enclosed). Please also refer to our letter
dated October 21, 2004," which states our intention to prescribe trap-and-haul fish passage to the
Seneca Reach of the North Fork Feathier River. If any party wishes to provide comments, they
should be received at our office prior to close of business on December 20, 2004. Please contact
Mr. Eric Theiss at 916-930-3613 if he can be of any assistance.

Steven Edmondson
Northern California Habitat Supervisor

Enclosure

ce: {service list enclosed)

! Capies of this letter are available at: http:#elibrary. fete goviidmws/nvcommon/NV Viewer.asp?Doc=10277524:0.
Paper copies can also be provided by mail by contacting NOAA Fisheries (see above).




Sidney L. Mannheim, Senior Staff Counsel
CA Electricity Oversight Board

770 'L’ Street, Suite 1250

Sacramento, CA 95814-3363

Chatlton H. Bonham, Hydropower Coordinator
Trout Unlimited

828 San Pable Avenue, Suite 208

Albany, CA 94706-1678

James Abercrombie, General Manager
Amador Water Agency

12800 Ridge Road

Sutter Creek, CA 95685-9630

Kevin Colburn, Conservation Director
American Whitewater

329 N. Jefferson Street

Moscow, ID 83843-2641

Dan Smith, Director

Association of CA Water Agencies
910 ‘K’ Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95814-3577

Bruno Jeider, Senior Electrical Engineer
City of Burbank, Public Service Department
164 W. Magnolia Blvd.

Burbank CA 91502-1720

Nancee M. Murphy, Senior Staff Counsel
CA Department of Fish and Game

1416 Ninth Street, 12” Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Enclosure

SERVICE LIST

Orlando B. Foote

Horton, Knox, Carter & Foote
895 Broadway Street, Suite 101
El Centro, CA 92243-2341

Richard Roos-Collins, Senior Attomney
Natural Heritage Institute

2140 Shattuck Avenue, 5™ Floor
Berkeley, CA 94704-1210

Steve Rothert, Associate Director
American Rivers

409 Spring Street

Nevada City, CA 95959-2422

Director of Angelers Committes
P.O.Box 1790
Graeagle, CA 96103-1790

Bernoy Bradford

Biggs-West Gridley Water District
1713 W. Biggs Gridley Road
Gridley, CA 95948-9400

Mark Orme

Butte County Water District
735 Virginia Street

Gridley, CA 95948-2107

Mike Meinz, FERC Relicensing Coordinator
CA Department of Fish and Game

1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A

Rancho Cordova, CA 956704503



Joshua M. Horowitz, Assistant General Counsel
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan

1011 22™ Street

Sacramento, CA 95816-4907

Jeffrey A. Meith, Attorney at Law
Minasian, Spruance, Baber, Meith & Soares
1681 Bird Street, P.O.Box 1679

Oroville, CA 95965-1679

Sean H. Gallagher, Staff Attorney
CA Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 5035
San Prancisco, CA 94102-3214

Director of CA Sportsfishing Prot. Alliance
P.OBox 1790
Gragagle, CA 96103-1790

Jim Crenshaw

CA Sportsfishing Prot. Alliance
1248 E. Duk Avenue, Suite D
Woodland, CA 957764104

Curtis A. Knight, Area Manager
California Trout, Inc.

P.O.Box 650

Mt. Shasta, CA 960657-0650

Pete Bell

Foothill Conservancy
20123 Shake Ridge Road
Volcano, CA 95689-9716

Brian C. Kempkes
Anglers Committee

2243 Falcon Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533-2470

Nate Rangel, President
California Qutdoors
P.0.Box 401

Coloma, CA 95613-D401

Margaret J. Kim

CA Resources Agency

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814-5509

Jerry L. Mensch

CA Spocsfishing Prot. Alliance
1673 Kendall Street

Roseburg, OR 97470-5322

Gregory Pohl
Moadesto Frigation District
P.O.Box 4060
Modesto, CA 95352-4060

Steve R, Lavigne

Duke Energy Trading & Marketing, LLC
4 Triad Center, Suite 1000

Salt Lake City, CA 34180-1410

Jennifer Carville

Friends of the River

915 20" Street

Sacramento, CA 95814-3115



Mark L. Perlis

ESQUIRE

Dickstein, Shapiro, Morin & Oshinsky, LLP
2101 “L’ Strest NW

Washington, DC 20037-1526

Stephan C. Volker

ESQUIRE

Law Offices of Stephan C. Volker
436 14™ Street, Suite 1300
‘Qakland, CA 94612-2717

John Steffan, Manager
Imiperial Irtigation District
333 E. Barioni Blvd.
Imperial, CA 92251-1733

William C. Walbridge, General Manager
M-8-R Public Power Agency

P.O.Box 4060

Modesto, CA 953524060

Nomnan A. Pedersen
Hznna & Morton

444 5. Flower Street, Suite 1500
Los Angeles, CA 90071-2016

Leah Willis

Forest Community Research
4438 Main Street, P.O.Box 11
Taylorsville, CA 95983-0011

Les Nichoison, Hydro Manager
Nevada Irrigation District
28311 Secret Town Road
Colfax, CA 95713-9473

JoAnn P. Russell, Vice President/General Counsel
Duke Energy Trading & Marketing, LLC

5400 Westheimer Court #4G63

Houston, TX 77056-5310

Tamara C. Falor
ESQUIRE

County of Humboldt
825 Fifth Street

Eureka, CA 95501-1133

Robert Pettinato

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
P.O.Box 51111

Los Angeles, CA 90051-1111

Renia Rogers

Maidu Cuitural and Development Group
P.O.Box 426

Greenville, CA 95947

Judy Tartaglia

Tahoe National Forest

Attn: FERC/Hydro Coordinator
631 Coyote Strest

Nevada City, CA 95959-2250

Director of National Park Service
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607-4807

Ron Nelson, General Manager
Nevada Ivigation District
P.O.Box 1019

Grass Valley, CA 95945-1019



Robert J. Baiocchi, Director
P.C.Box 1790
Graeagle, CA 96103-1790

James C. Feider, Chairman
Northem California Power Agency
180 Cirby Way

Roseville, CA 95678-6420

Steven G. Lins, Assistant City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney

613 E. Broadway Street, Suite 220
Glendale, CA 91206-4308

Frances E. Francis

ESQUIRE

Spiegel & McDiarmid

1333 New Hampshire Avenoe NW
Washington, DC 20036-1511

Randall S. Livingston, Lead Director
PG&E

P.O.Bex 770000

San Francisco, CA 94177-0001

William E. Zemke, Senior License Coordinator

PG&E
P.0O.Box 770000
San Francisco, CA 94177-0001

Joel C. Biaocchi, Attorney

Law Offices of Livingston and Mattesick

1201 ‘K’ Street, Suite 1100
Sacramento, CA D5814-3938

Eldon Cotton, General Manager
Northern California Power Agency
180 Cirby Way

Roseville, CA 95678-6420

Karl W. Mever

Northers California Power Agency
180 Cirby Way

Roseville, CA 95678-6420

Michael Glaze, General Manager
Oroville-Wyandotte Irrigation District
P.O.Box 581

Oroville, CA 95965-0581

Robert C. McDiarmid

ESQUIRE

Spiegel & McDiarmid

1333 New Hampshire Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20036-1511

Rhonda Shiffman, Coordinator
PG&E

P.O.Box 770000

San Francisco, CA 94177-0001

William V. Manheim

PG&E

P.O.Box 7442

San Francisco, CA 94120-7442

Mike Fitzwater, Secretary

Fall River Wild Trout Foundation
16862 Pasquale Road

Nevada City, CA 95959-9575



Robert Ferroggiaro, Vice President

Northern California Council Fed. Of Fly Fishers
9270 Oak Leaf Way

Granite Bay, CA 95746

Annette Faraglia

PG&E

77 Beale Street #830A
P.0O.Box 7442

Ban Prancisco;, CA 94120-7442

Michae! W, Neville, Deputy Attomey
People of the State of California

455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Prancisco, CA 94102-3660

Michael B. Jackson

Plumas County Floed Contrel
P.0O.Box 267

Quincy, CA 95971-0207

Lon W. House, Ph.D)., Energy Advisor
Regional Council of Ruoral Counties
4901 Flying C Road

Shingle Springs, CA 95682-9615

Bosley, Reliant Energy Wholesale Group
P.0OBox 148
Houston, TX 77001-0143

Troy Kellett, Manager
Richvale Irrigation District
P.O.Box 147

Richvale, CA 95974-0147

Nathan Joyner, President

Northemn California Council Ped, Of Fly Fishers
115 Wellfleet Circle

Folsom, CA 95630-6541

Eric R. Klinkner, Director
Department of Water and Power

150 S, Los Robles Avenue, Suite 200
Pagadena, CA 91101-2437

Tom Hunter, Director
Plumas County

1834 E. Main Street
Quincy, CA 95971-9795

David Arthur

Redding Electric Utility
P.0O.Box 496071

Redding, CA 96049-6071

Kurt W, Bilas

Reliant Enerpy Power Generation, Inc.
801 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 620
Washington, DC 20004-2615

Michael L. Jines, Vice President
Reliant Energy Wheolesale Group
P.O.Box 4567

Houston, TX 770014567

* General Manager of Public Utilities Department

City of Riverside
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 925220001



ESQUIRE

Sacramento Municipal Utility District
P.O.Box 15830

Sacramento, CA 95852-5830

Roland D. Pleifer

City of Santa Clara

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050-3713

Roger T. Pelote

The Williams Companies

12736 Califa Street

Valley Village, CA 91607-1011

Jamnes D Pembroke

ESQUIRE

Dimcan, Weinberg, Genzer & Pembroke
1615 ‘M’ Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036-3213

Raymond C. Camacho
Silicon Valley Power

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 935050-3713

Michael D. MacKness
Southern CA Edison Company
P.0.Box 800

Rosemead, CA 91770-08G0

Dana Differding

State Water Resources Control Board
P.O.Box 1800

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Director of Legal Department
City of Santa Clara

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050-3713

Alex A. Goldberg

The Williams Companies

1 Williams Center, Suite 4100
F.O.Box 2400

Tulsa, OK 74102-2400

G. Philip Nowak

Amold & Porter

555 Twelfth Street NW
Washington, DC 20004-1200

Eric J. Theiss

NOAA, General Counsel Southwest
650 Capito]l Mall Road, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814-4700

Robert Isaac, General Manager
Solano Irrigation District

508 Elmira Road

Vacaville, CA 95687-4931

Craig Jones, Energy Staffer
State Water Contractors

455 Capitol Mall Road, Suite 20
Sacramento, CA 95814-4404

James H. Pope, Chairman

Transmission Agency of Northem California
P.0.Box 15129

Sacramento, CA 95851-5129



Steve I. Felte, General Manager
Tri-Dam Project

P.OBox 1158

Pinecrest, CA 95364-1158

Curt A. Aikens, General Manager
Yuba County Water Agency
1402 ‘D’ Street

Marysville, CA 959014226

Thomas M. Berliner, Managing Partner
Duane Morris, LLP

1 Market Street, Spear Tower, Suite 2000
San Francisco, CA 94105

Wallace L. Duncan

ESQUIRE

Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer & Pembroke
1615 ‘M’ Street NW, Suite 8300
Washington, DC 20036-3213

Michael T. Bromumer
Turlock Irrigation District
333 E. Canal Drive
Turlock, CA 95380-3946

Arthur L. Gaffrey

Sequoia National Forest

900 W. Grand Avenuc
Porterville, CA 93257-2035

Pena, Plumas National Forest
159 Lawrence Street
P.O.Box 11500

Quincy, CA 95971-1500

Michae!l Pretto

Silicon Valley Power

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050-3713

Catherine M. Giovannoni
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP

1330 Connecticut Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20036-1704

Sharon J. Stohrer, Environmental Scientist
1001 ‘T' Street, 14™ Floor

P.O.Box 2000

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000

Aggie M. Samuel

UUSDA, Office of the General Council
33 New Montgomery Street, 17% Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105-4506

John A. Whittaker, IV
Winston & Strawn

1400 ‘L’ Street NW
Washington, DC 20005-3509

James L. Boynton
Sierra National Forest
1600 Tollhouse Road
Clovis, CA 93611-0532

John Phipps

E! Dorado National Forest
100 Forni Road

Placerville, CA 95667-5310



Jack Gipsman, Attomey
U.8. Department of Agriculture
Office of General Counsel

33 New Montgomery Street, 17" Floor

San Francisco, CA 94105-4506

Field Supervisor

U.S. Department of the Interjor

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2605
--Sacramento, CA. 95825-1846

Thomas Quinn

Stanislaus National Forest
USDA Forest Service
19777 Greenley Road
Sonora, CA 95370-5909

Kemry O'Hara

U.S. Department of the Interior
2800 Cottage Way, Suite E-1712
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

Jennifer L. Frozena

11.S, Department of the Interior
1849 ‘C’ Strest NW, MS 6557
Washington, DC  20240-0001

Bauer, U.S. Department of the Interior
Burcau of Reclamation

3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95821-6377

Regional Environtmental Officer
U.S. Department of the Interior
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Qakiand, CA 94507-4807

Ted Trimble

Western Canal Water District
P.O.Box 190

Richvale, CA 95974-0190

Ken Connaughton, Supervisor
Lassen National Forest

Hat Creek Ranger District
P.O.Box 220

Full River Mills, CA 960280220

Erica Nicbaver

U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of the Regional Solicitor
2800 Cottage Way, Suite E-1712
Sacramente, CA 93825-1846

Harry B. Williamson, Hydro Coordinator
U.S. Departinent of the Interior

1111 Jackson Street, Snite 700

QOakland, CA 946674807

Kaylee A. Allen

U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of the Regional Solicjtor
2800 Cottage Way, Suite E-[712
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

Regional Director

11.8. Department of the Interior
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2605
Sacramento, CA 958215-1846

Director of Legal Department
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of the Solicitor

1849 ‘C* Street NW, Suite 6456
Washington, DC 20240-0001



John C. Bezdek

U.S. Department of the Interior
{Office of the Solicitor

Division of Land and Water
1849 *C* Street NW, MS 6412
Washington, DC 20240-0001

FERC Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bureau of Indian Affairs

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2620
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

Christopher Watson, Agency Counsel
U.S. Department of the Interior
Division of the Indian Affairs

1849 ‘C’ Street NW, MS 6456 - MIB
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Jack Blackwell, Regional Forester
1).S. Forest Service

U.5. Department of Agriculture
1323 Club Drive

Vallejo, CA 94592-1110
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In Response Raply To:
NOY 26 208  150304SWRO3SRS706:ET

Magalis Romsn Salsg, Becretery
Federal Energy Regulmory Conission
848 First Street, NE

Whashington, D.C. 20426

Thomas Jorch

Projeot Ral{eansing Manager
Pacific Gnas end Eleetric

Mail Code N11D
¥.0. Box 770000

San Francisco, California 94177

Re:  Comments, Recommended Terms and Conditions, and Prescriptions for the Upper North
Fork Festher River Project, No. 2105

Dear M3s. Salas snd Mr. Jersh:

Enclosed ere an original and sight copies of the National Mearine Pishaties Setvice's

{(NOAA Fisheries) comments, recommended termg and conditions, and preséziptions for the
Upper North Fork Feather River Project, No. 2105 (Project), in response to the Feders]l Energy
Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) August 25, 2003, Notice of Application Ready for
Environmantal Analysie (REEA).

Centrat Valley spring-run Chinook selmon (Oncorfpmehus txhawytscha) and Central Vallsy
Steelbead (0. ppkiss) are two anadromous speciss that arc curmently listed as threatenesd under
the Endangered Species Act. Project feamtes have modified and/at excluded thess and other
anadsoaous species fom their habitats, contrtnting 1o thajr decline, Currently, theae fish are
blocked at tha Peathee River (or Orovills) Project (FERC No. 2100). However, that project is
vndergoing relicensing and fish passage ta Orovills may be restored under thet relicensing.
Subsequently, fish passage could be tmplemented at the Intesvening projacts as well. NOAA
Pizheries therefors submits icense conditions which will ba employed upon presence of
anadromons fishes in the Project area, and reserves its anthority to reapen the Project licenss jn
ordar 1o further prescribe flahway conditions under section 18 of the Pederal Power Act and
provide additional 10(s) and ]0(j) reoommendations which are nat forseccable or predictable at

The Pacific Ges and Electrio Compeny (Applicant) sad cther intcreated stakeholders re invited
to provide comments an the enclosed Heenne conditions and reservation of fishway prescription
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autharity, and/or include relevant new evidence addressing the comments. Comments on the
ssciion 18 prescription are doe 60 days from the close of the REA comment period, January 30,
2004, Comments shonld ba clearly identified, filed with fhe FERC, and sent to: Erio Theiss;
NOAA Fisheries; 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300; Sacramertto, California 95814,

NOAA Fisherles will review all comments, FERC's draft Natienal Enviranrnental Policy Aet
(NEFPA) docymant, and all ather pertinent information, and will fils a modified fishway

. presetiption and response to comments based upan the enclosed achedule. Pleaze noto that
FERC has stipulated a comment due date of Jammary 15, 2004,

NOAA, Pisherles requests that FERC, in tha NEPA documant, analyzn & resource agensy
alternative that incorporates NOAA Fisherles’ fishwey preecription undar saction 18, The
anadromons fisheries' resources of the State af Califbrnia have been affected by hydropower
development, end a FERC-licensed dam onerently preveats the restoration of theae fisheries to
their historio hahitats in the Feether River witorshod. Two of these flshas are now Mated undar
the Endangered Species Act. Although dems built by the Applicent have blaclked accass to
hahitate snd divarted necesgary water flows, the Applicant has never inxtitnted ansdromous
ficheries mitigations, NOAA Fisherley requests that FERC analyzs the comulative impacts of
FERC Eeensed dams and other impacts on anadromous fisherles in the North Fork Feather River
watgtshed, This anslysis should include project-related impacts to flow fuctuatons, water
quality, and relative contribution of each project to negstive impacts on anadromons fishes in the
wadershad,

For additional detail on thess matters, pleasa refer to the roquests which NOAA. Fisheries has
previously presentsd by letier duted July 26, 2002; Decomber 20, 2002; Febmary 21, 2003 and
Jene 19, 2003 for the Upper North Fork Feather River Project, March 12, 2003, for the Poe
(FERC No. 2107) Project, and October 11, 2001; Decamber 5, 2002; July 12, 2002; and M=y 28,
2003; for the Feather River (Oravilie) Project (FPRRC No. 2100). NOAA Fisheries has also made
& presentation to the Project relicensing group (2105LG) during settlement nagotistions, however
the Applicant has declined to perform the smdies. NOAA Fisheries considers it unfortunate fhat
the Applicant and FERC have not chostn to asatst us in the constyuction of owr terma, conditions,
and prescriptiona for Project facilities. In the absence of the requested information, NOAA
Fisherics mus be conscrvative as Wo consider the surrent and reasanably foreseeable futors
jmpaots of the Project on our thist réacuroes. Plesss contart My, Bric Theiss at (916) $30-3613
if'you have any questions regarding this docoment and enclomare,

Sincecely,
o i

s sting Reslonal Admics
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cc; Mr. Mike Aceltine
National Marine Fisherios Service, NOAA, Flaherics
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814-4705

Ma. Dizne Windham

National Marins Pisheriea Seivice, NOAA, Fisheries
650 Capito] Mall, Buite 8-300
Sacramemo, CA 95814-4706

Mr. Howard Brown

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA, Fishorles
650 Capito! Mgzll, Suite §-300

Sacrameqin, CA 958144706

My, Richard Wantuek

Natlonal Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA Fiaheries
777 Sonoma Aveme, Room 323

Santa Roga, CA, 95404

Mz, Mike Metnz
Califoruin Department of Fish und Game
1702 Nimbus Road, Snite A
Rancho Cardova, CA 95667

Mr. Mike Taylor
Plumas National Forest
875 Mitchall Avesns
Oraville, CA 55965

Mr. Steve Schoenberg
1.8. Fish and Wildlifs Service

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sscramento, CA 95821-6340

M. Harry Williamson
National Park Sexvice
801 I Street, Room 156-B
Bacramentn, CA 95814

Ma, Sharon Stohrar

Statse Water Resources Contral Board
1001 I Street, 14th Floag
Sacrsmento, CA 95814



o0: Henty M. Ramirez

Manager

Oroville Facilities Relicansing Progmm
Depattmeént of Watar Rescroes

1416 Ninth Strect, Box 942836
Sacramente, CA 94236

Michael Hopver

U. 8. Fizh and Wildlifs Servics
2800 Cottage Way, Room W.2608
Sacremento, CA 95825

Shuron Stober

Californina State Water Resovroes Control Boapd
1001 I Street, 14th Floor
Sactamento, CA 95814

Tribel Unfty Cotmeit
&/o Harvey Angls
1940 Feathar Rivar Blvd, Sulte B

Oroville, CA 25965

Richard Roos-Collins
Natural Hagitage Instityte
2140 Shattack Ave., Sth Floor
Borkeley, CA 94704

Roger Masnda
Criffith & Masuda
517 B, Olive Street

Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 667-5501

FAX 667-8176

Michael Pispos
Butte County

1230 High Street
Oroville, CA 95965

Bob Hawkina

U. 8, Forest Bervice

650 Capitol Mall, Room 7524
Secramento, CA 95814



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGCY REGULATORY CONMMISSION
In the Matter of tha License for the Project No, 2105

Upper Noeth Fotk Feather River Project

" Sl Vgt Sl

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERTES SERVICE'S COMMENTS,
RECOMMENDED TERMS AND CONDITIONS,
AND FISHWAY PRESCRIFTIONS

INTRODUCTION

These documents respand to the notics of Ready for Environmenial Analysis issued by the
Fedem] Energy Regulateey Commission (FERC) oa August 25, 2003, for the Uppar North Fork
Festher River Project (Project) (FERC Na. 2105). Tkis letter provides FERC and the Pacific Gas
and Electric Company (Applicant) with s Flshveay Prescription tmder sectlon 18 of the Federal
Power Act, conditionally bassd npon the passage of anedromans fiches at one or more dams
below the Project area. It ia anticipated that these terms, conditions, and ptesctiptions will
operate in cancert with other fisheries protection devices ingtallsd st other FERC and non-FERC
projects, in order to allow the afe, timely, and effective presags of apadromons fishes between
their preferred freshwater and marine habltats. NOAA Fisheries glso reserves its mithority to
proscribe flshways under section 13 of the Foderal Power Act, and to provids forther 10(a) end
10(}) recommendations, thereby allowing for the reapening of the Projact license if necessary.

Central Valley spring-tun Chinook zalman (Onsorfynclnig tehawytyeha) and Central Valley
Stealhead (0. mykirs) are two anadromons epecies thet are cumrently Hstad as threatened under
the Eodangered Species Act. Project faatures have modified and/or excluded these and other
anadromons spocics frum thelr hahitats, coniributing to their decline. Currently, these fish are
blocked at the Feather Rivee (or Oroville) Projest (FERC No. 2100), However, that project is
undergoing relicensing and figh pessege o Oroville mey be restored imder that relicensing.
Subsequently, fish pasaage could be implementad af the Intervesing projects as well. At such
time pe fish paamage (s inplemented &t one or more of these projects, or at & time within the
discretinn of the Regiona) Administrator, NOAA Fisherios may notify FRRC of its obligation to
implement this prescription under the tarme af tha licanse curpsstty undar considerstion, or
recpsn this Yicensc, therchy sllowing for additional modification of the terms amd conditiona and

PACKGROUND AND FROJECT DESCRIPTION
Please refer t0 comments previously flled by NOAA Fisherion on July 26, 2002; Dacember 20,
2002; February 21, 2003 and Jane 19, 2003 for the Upper North Fork Festher River Projsct,

March 12, 2003, for the Poe (FERC No. 2107) Project, and October 11, 2001: December 5, 2002;
Tuly 12, 2002 and M=y 28, 2003 for the Festher River (Oroville) Project (FERC No. 2100),



RESOURCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The FERC's Licensing Regulintions direet resource agencles to list the resouroe managemeont
goals and objectives to serve ag tha basis for study rscommendations and substequent
prescriptions and recommendations for Project pretection, mitigation, and enhanoemnent
measures (PME&R) to be incorporatad imto the naw License,

Repcurce Gosls

1. Protect, conseeve, enhanes, and recover native anadromous salmonids and their habitats by
providing access to historic hebitats and by rastering fully functioning habitat conditions.

2. 1dentify and implement maamras to protet, mitigate or rinimize direct, indirect, and
comulative impacts to, and enhance native medromous salmonid reacvrees, including relutad
spawning, rearing, and migration habitats and adjoining riparian habitats.

Resoures Objsctives

1. Fiows - Implement scheduled flows in the Feather River and regulated tributaries to the
benefit of native anadromous salmonidz and their babitats, This inoh:des providing a enge or
schedule of flows necessary to: a) optimize sitable habitat; b) siablize flown during spawning
and incnbation of ingrave] forma; o) maintain flows nacessnry io fheilitate the efflcient migration
of spawning adults; and tha safe and timaly emigration of amohe and keliz, and movement of
rearing juveniles between feeding and sheltering arsan; &) maintain flows necessary to enmure
redd piacement in viabie areas; and ) maintsin flowz necessary for chammet forming processes,
ripatian habitat protection, and maintenance movement of forage conmunities, This also
includes impacts of Aood control, lrigation or other project structares or aperetions that act to
displace indlviduals or their forage or destebilizss, sconra, or degradea physical, chemical, or
biclogionl quality of habitst.

2, Water Quallly - Moty project structures or operations neceasary to mitigate direct, indirect,
or cumulative water temperature and quality Impacts associated with project structures and
operationa or enhance water teropersinre and quality conditions in salmonid hahitat.

3. Water Avallabiilyy - Coordinate operations with othat ptojects, progrrms, or initiatives and/or
nss water transfers, wator oxchangss, water purchases, or other forms of agrecments to maximize
potentinl benefita to anadromous salmonida from limited water suppHiss.

4, Fish Pasinge - At soch time s accass Iz provided for anadromouns fish to tha North Fork
Feather River, NOAA Fisherles may find that passage to historic spawning, maring, and
migration habitaty within or near the project Is necessary 1o complete their life cycles and wilize
geasonal hahitats necessary to contribige to the recovery of Central Velley spring-run Chinook
salmon, Cantral Velley siealhead, and other species of consemn. Access into the Project may
intlude passive or active stmctures or devioes which provide upstreem and/or downsiream
passage. Passage within or asar the Praject boundary may inclnda modifications 1o profsct



-3~

ﬁdﬁﬁﬂmﬂmﬁﬁmhm‘ﬂnnﬁ.ﬂmﬁ.mﬂaﬁdﬁmmdm
migrating adults, downstresm passage of emigrating juveniles, and passege necegsary for
Juveniles to mooess habitat nocessary for the seesonal movement of rearing juveniles to feedmg
snd sholter habitats. -

5. Channel Maintanapce - Implement flow regimes snd non-flow related meamuras necessery to
mitigate end minimies direct, indirect, and cemnlative impacts of mojoot facilities aed aperations
¢on sediment movemend and deposition, river peometry, and charmel characterigtiog, This
ineludes impacts on steam compeienos, ceparity, flood plein conductivity, bank stability and
extenst, duostion, and repetition of high flow events, i addition, this includes impacts to habitat
diversity and complexity such as poal 7iffle sequancing and mstream cover,

6. Hatchory Oporations - Minimize nud mitigate the intpact of hatchery facilitics and/or
optrations on native, wild anadremous sabmonids. This includes the direct, indirect, and
cumulatjve impacts of batchery product op snedromous salmonids and the direot, indirect, end
cumulative impacts of hatohery faci{lities and operations on salmonids and their habitats,

7. Predation - Minimize and mitigate the impact of Project strutures or operations thag sither
have in the past or continue to introduee prodators, create suitabls habltat for predators, harbor
predatocs, or are conducive 1o the predation of native apadremous salmonida,

3. Riparian Habivat - Protect, mitignts or minitaixe direct, indirect, and onmulative irmpacts to,
and enhance riparian hebitat and hebitet fometions necessary 10 mifigate and mindmize direct,
intirect, and cumulative impacts of project facilities and operations,

9. Flow Ramping ~Modify project struotures ot pperations neceasary to minjmize impacts of
flow fluctuations associated with increaces of decrenses in project discharges.

10. Coondinstion -In altepnatives for reficenging, include a full range of alterpatives
for modifying profect and non-projeet structures and opsrations to the benchit of anadromons
salmonids and theiz hahitats, while minimising sonflicts with eperational requircrnonts and other
beneficial uses. This developing alternatives for greater coordination with other

ptakehnlders and water development projscts to ensure that, Bt a minimum, project stuctures and
operations are consistent with on-going and future restoration efforts and potentially enhance

thess efforts.
BECTION l'ﬂ)“%“ldlﬂhﬂ! TERMBS AND CONDITIONS

At such time rethe pessage of anadromons fish hag been implemented gt ons or mars
dams below the Preject area, the Licenses shell fmplement meamres to engure that
anadromoua fiah spawning, holding, and rearing babitat ure sdoquataly protected amd
enhanced as determined to be sgfficlent by NOAA Fisheries. The following terma and
conditions should be considered to operate in convert with the pbovementicnad goals and
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chjectives. Upan the implementation of snadromons fish passaga o the North Fark
Feather River, and/or the implementxiion of anndromons flsheries protection davices in
the Project grea (see below), NOAA Fisheries may recomnyend that firther terms and
conditions be applied.

The fishways preseribed will be svaluxied and mopttored in order to meet the critexa
specified by NOAA Fisheries in “Plsh Scresning Criteria for Anadromous Selmonids™
and othey NOAA Fisherics' spotifications as necessary to provide for the saf®, timely, and
effective passage of ansdromous fishee. The licenses will provide for tests to assess the
efficioncy of pesaage at each of the devices stipulated below.

Ranming Bale

Currently thers.are ne provigions 1o modetate the ramping mte within tha project sres for
the protection of fishecies and wildlife. After anadromous fishen have been reintraduced
to the Praject ares, it wiil e necessary to modecnia the ramping rwie so 43 not to produce
g significant effect npon anadromous fishes, thoir habitet, or their forage.

Flow Belew Butt Valiey Den

The Applicant shall provide & fiah water release device st the Butt Valley dam, tn trder 1o
mrovido sufficicat fSow to enable the safe, timely, and effective passage of adult
ansdromous fiches upstreamn, and kelt and javenile anadromons fishes downetream. In
arder to determine this ficrop, & finh passage banjer analyeis, and if necessary Instream
Flow Increments] Mesthodology analysis, will be yndertalan by the Applicant

SECTION 18 FISHWAY PRESCRIFTION
Lrrgse '

This Fighwnay Brecription is deaigned o provids sn appropriste balance betwean
Irydrapower and the environmenta] resources of the Nosth Fork Feather Rivep, The
Projest operates in close cocrdination with other hydropower projects owned by the
Applicant in and near this watershed, which otherwize would not have sufficlent storage
to operate. fishes were: undoubtedly a significant part of the ecosystem
{Grosh et ai, bedive the construstion of Project fantures and the associnted projecis

! Flsh Screaning Critaia for Anadramona Salmonids, NOAA Fisheries SouthWest
Reglon, January 1997.

* Gresh, T., J. Lichatowich, and P. Schoonmaker. An Bstimstion of Historio and Current
Levels of Salmon Production in the Northeast Pacific Ecoaystem, Fisherlss, Januaxy 2000,
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’of the Nerth Fork Festher. Cantre] Valley spring-run Chinoak salmon and Central
Valley steelbead, both listzd ns Threatensd under the Endangerad Species Act, once
utilized this habite,

This presctiption’shall be implemented at the cost of the Applicant 12 months afler
formal notification has been mupplled to FERC and the AppEcant. The following
prescription should be conaldered to operats in concet with the above mentionad gosls
end objectives. NOAA Fighetieg reacrves the right o file updated and/or supplemental
’ mupporting infonmation in conjunction with #ts commants sabmitiad during the National
Environments] Palicy Act (NEPA) roview process,

Descripticn

At quoh time as the passage of anadromoua fish hea been kaplementod at one ar more
dams below the Praject ares, the Licencss shall, valng design dmwings developed in
consilltation with and approved by NOAA Fisheries, construct and operate » pool-and-
weir fish ladder st Belden Dam. The elevational differapca beteeen sach poal shall not
be greater than 1 foot (f£). Thia ladder shall enable the safe, timely, and effective passage
of sdult Chinonk salmon, stosthesd, and lamprey. The design shall ensore that adult
fishes wre able to traverss the Belden Reservoir during their wpstresm migration in a safe, -
timely, snd effective manmer. The design ahel] Include an attraction gallery, in order that
adult salmonids would not be unduly delayed, and shall ermble the fich ladder to ba
wtilizad at ell amticipated Sows. NOAA Fisherjes reserves the suthority to modify this
prescription as neadad {n order to accomplish the goal of safe, timely, and effective
upstream and downstream flsh passage at Balden dam in & more practicahls menner than
thax stipniated above.

At such time a5 the passage of anadromons fiah has been implamented at ons or more
dams below the Projeot area, the Licenses shall, \wing deslgn drawings developed i
conmuitation with and approved by NOAA Fisheriea, construct and operate an approved
positive barier screening device at tha intake for Beldan Powerthonse, This screen shall
mnommmmmmmmmmcﬂmw
Anadromons 8 ¢.g. speclfications for approach and eweeping velooities,
screening material quality, aitorastic cleafing mechaniema, bypass entrance, bypass
conduit, and bypass outfall, NOAA Flsheties rescrves the muthority oo modify this
preacription ss needad in order to accomplish the poal of safe, thmely, and effoctive
upetreamn and downstroam fish passage at Belden dam in & more practiosble manger than

that stipulated above,

At such timo as the passage of anadromous fish has heen implemented &t ene or more
dama helow the Project mrea, the Licenmes ghall, vsing design drawings developed in
consultation with md approved by NOAA Fisheries, construet and operate a pool-and-
weir fish Jadder st Byit Valley Dam. The slevational diffarence between sach pool ghall

*indd,



not be preater then 1 ft. Thiz ladder shall enable the safe, timely, and effective passage of
adult Chinoak saimen, stealhend, snd lamprey, The design shall ensore thet adukt fishes
are able 10 traverse the Butt Valley Reservolr during their mpstream migmtion in a safe,
timely, and effective manner, The design shall inolude en atiraction gallery, in order that
adult saimonids would not be mnduly delayed, and shall enshle the fish ladder to be
utilized at all anticipated fiows, NOAA Fisheries reservea the autharity to modify this

—presaription-ag-noeded-in order to accomplish the goal of safe, timely, and effective
upstream and downstresm figh paseage at Butt Valley dam in a nwoes practicabls manner
than that stiptilsted above.

At such time as the passage of spadramons fish has been implemented at ons or more
dama below the Project aren, the Licenses ahell, waing design drawings developed in
consultation with and approved by NOAA Fisberise, construct and operate sn approved
positive berrier sereening devioe et the intake for Caribon I end I Powethonses. Thia
screen, shall mest NOAA Fisheries® specifications stipulated in “Fiah Sereening Criteria
for Anedromous Salmonids™e.g. specifications for approach and sweeping velooitise,
screening material quality, automatio cleaning mechaniamas, bypass entrance, bypass
conduit, and bypass cutfall. NOAA Fisheriea restrves the anthority to modify this
prescription ax peeded in cyder to accomplish the goal of safe, timely, and effsctive
vpstream and downstream fish passage st Butt Valley dam in & more practicable manper
ihan that stipulated above.

Reservation of Awihorife

In additlon to the sbove mentiened stipulations to be addad as conditions for the
Applicant currently tndey considaration, NOAA Fisheries reacayes the sythority ta reapen
the Project License in arder to more fiully elucidate and clerfy the needs for anadramons
fishes, Purscant to section 1B of the Fedara] Power Act, as amended, the Secretary of the
Depxtiment of Commerce, &8 dalegatad to the National Marine Fishecies Sexvice,
exercises its anthority nnder section 18 by reserving the mnthority to pregedibe the
conatruotion, operation, and maintenance of such fiskoweys a deemed necossry, including
mensarea to cvaluate the need for fshways, and to determine, ensore, or improve the
effactivanses of much Ashways, This reservation includes the authority to presaribo
WMMWMNMMMmMthm

The Applicant and other ixterested smkehnldass ar invited 10 provide comment on the
enclosed fishway prescription and include relevant new evidence supporting the
comments, Comments are due 60 days after the dus dute for the section 18 fishway

Yhid.
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prescription (Japuary 30, 2009). Comments sheuld be olearly identified, filed with the
FERC, and samt to: My, Eti¢ Theisy; NOAA Pisherica; 550 Capito] Mal, Snite 8-300;
Bacramento, Callfornia 95814,

NOAA Fisherles will revicw all comments, FERCs druft National Eavironmental Pollcy
Act docnment, and all ather pertinent inforration, and will Fle e modifiad fishwsy
proscription and response to comments. Plaase note that FERC has stipulated & comment
due date of Jenuary 13, 2004,

NOAA Pisheries expeats to submiz their modifind prescriptions within 60 days after the
¢lase of FERC's draft NEPA documant commient periad, unless substantial or new
information is provided during the NRPA comment period requiring additional time far
review.,



