<N State Water Resources Control Board URIG o

Executive Office o
Tam M. Boduc, Beard Chalr
Amald Sehwarzen

Alan C. Lloyd, Ph.D. 1001 1 Streel - Sacrarment, Califomia » 95814 » 916.341.5615
Agency Secretary F.0. Box 100 - Sawramenito, California - $5812-0100 Gavernor

Fax 916.341.562? « www, waterbosrds.ca.gay

V - 7 XK - -
V.7,2008 o B
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein gﬁ X, =
United States Senate mhl 2 'r'_;j"jh_‘___
331 Hart Senate Office Building BN HeE
Washington, DC 20510-0504 gm eI
0 0 RO
Dear Senator Feinstein: 82 n TF
5 N

UPPER NORTH FORK. FEATHER RIVER HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT (FERC HO. 2105}

Thank you for your letter expressing your concerns regarding issues associated with the
relicensing of Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s (PG&E) Upper North Fork Feather River
Hydroclectnic Project (Project No. 2105). Your letter directs attention to water temperanire
issues on the North Fork Feather River (NFFR) below Lake Almanor and raizes concems
regarding the potential effects of measures being considered by the State Water Resources
Control Board (State Water Board) to remedy degraded water temperature conditions. We share
your concerns as we work toward achieving protection of all waters of the state.

As you know, the federal Clean Water Act and the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality
Control Act direct the State Water Board and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards in
assessment of the water quality needs for California waters. The State has developed Water
Quality Control Plans (Basin Plans) that designate the beneficial uses of the waters within the
region and the water quality objectives, including limitations on constituent levels and
temperature, designed to protect those beneficial uses. As part of its water quality certification of
Project No. 2105, the State Water Board must certify that project features and PG&E operations
will comply with the Basin Plan. Specifically, the State Water Board must ensure that the
designated beneficial uses of both Lake Almanor and the NFFR are protected.

The Basin Plan applies the test of “controllable factors™ and directs the State Water Board to take
into account the extent to which temperature can be confrolled through the implementation of
feasible temperature control measures. Two decades ago (1980's) PG&E and the Department of
Fish and Game (DFG) conducted NFFR fishery and water temperature monstoring studies.
PG&E and DFG agreed that a thermal curtain or other water temperature control device in Lake
Almanor would be developed to selectively withdraw cold water for dehvary to the NFFR to

protect the cold freshwater beneficial use.
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The Przttville thermal curtuin is one of a number of temperature contro] measures that are
currently being evaluated. Other temperature control measures have been studied, including:

(1) an underwater hooded pipe {fitted to the Prattville intake frorm Lake Almanor), (2). <
temperzture curtain(s) in Butl Valley Reservoir, (3} increased flow releases from Canyon Dam to
the NFFR along with re-operation of several powerhouses, and () a variety of tributary stream
diversicns and mechanical chilling devices along the NFFR for thermal benefits to individual
river segments. The State Water Board has not selecied a preferrzad temperature control measure
and continues to look at proposals through the public scoping proecess for development of an
Envirormental Impact Reporl (EIR) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

CEQA equires that the EIR consider a range of reasonable altematives that would feasibly attain
most of the basic objectives of the project. In the EIR the State Waler Board will evaluate
various altermative packages that include temperature conirol measures that may effectively
moderate thermal conditions of the NFFR. Consistent with CEQA. the potential impacts of
proposed alternatives on cultural resources and other envitonmental resources will be addressed.
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reasonableness of cost, the State Water Board will evaluate the temperature curtain’s costs along
with the costs of other proposed measures for temperature moderation and the ability 1o achieve
compliance with the Basin Plan objectives.

You expressed your concern regarding the perceived cost of a thermal curlain. Whes considering

Thank vou for vour inlerest ir. this matter. IT you have other quesiions regarding water rights or
the water quality certification process for hydroelectric project relicensing in California, please

contact Victoria Whitney, Chief of the Division of Waler Rights at (916) 341-5302, or by email
at vwhilney@waterboards.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
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Tam M. Doduc
Board Chair

ce: see 1ex! page
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ce: Ms. Alexis Strauss, Director
Water Division
USEPA, Region 9
75 Hawthormne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Thomas R. Pinkos

Executive Officer

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 220

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114

James C. Pedri

Assistant Executive Officer

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
415 Knollcrest Drive

Redding, CA 96002

Magalie R. Salas, Secretary .

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
$88 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426
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